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Womansplace named finalist for the

 Alfred W. Wishart, Jr. Award for Excellence in Non-Profit Management
The Alfred W. Wishart, Jr. Award for Excellence in Nonprofit Management is named in honor of “Burr” Wishart. Mr. Wishart served The Pittsburgh Foundation as its President for 31 years, and was Chairman of The Forbes Funds at its inception.  Presented by The Forbes Funds in cooperation with The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Charities, The Wishart Award is made annually to a local nonprofit human service or community development organization that has demonstrated a sustained commitment to excellence in management and governance. 

The goal of the Wishart Award is to identify and recognize exemplary nonprofits organizations in Allegheny County, Pennsylvania.  In doing so they seek to highlight how these organizations impact the quality of life in the community and build an information base of “best practice” models which can serve to inspire other nonprofit organizations.

To be eligible for the award, an organization must demonstrate excellence and embody elements of a high performing organization.  These should be illustrated through its visionary leadership, customer service, value for employees and partnerships, by being results driven, manage by fact, hold high quality and consistency of services, and continuously quality improvement.

At the 2008 Nonprofit Summit Luncheon on May 9th at the David Lawrence Convention Center, Womansplace along the two other finalists had the distinct pleasure to be recognized as a leader in our field and awarded $5,000. The award and a check will be presented by The Forbes Fund Executive Director, Diana Bucco, to the Womansplace Board of Directors at our meeting held in June.

“We are honored to be named a finalist in this very prestigious award and we are proud to be recognized for providing quality services for those in need in our communities.” stated Laurie MacDonald, Executive Director for Womansplace.

 Over the last six years, Womansplace has made significant strides and has expanded its programs and services through the development of partnerships and collaborations and by implementing social entrepreneurship throughout the Mon Valley Region.  Within the organization lies a full spectrum of support services that is offered to victims of domestic violence that ensures their successful reintegration into society.  Womansplace has been a catalyst for changing the lives of victims since 1976.  Fifty-one communities in Allegheny county recognize the comprehensive services we provides as a necessary resource for victims of domestic violence.  
At Womansplace, our vision is to end domestic violence through crisis intervention, direct services and prevention education.  Our mission is to support individuals and families exposed to domestic violence by providing a full spectrum of services and programs that will increase victim safety, empower victims to begin again and educate the community so that the cycle of violence can be broken and nonexistent in the lives and homes of our community.

For more information on how you can be a part of Womansplace and help stop domestic violence, please call us today at (412) 664-7146 or visit our website www.womansplace.org .  Together we can end violence in our communities!

