FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
                   
Senate Committee Approves Dating Violence Education Language 
 
HARRISBURG (September 21, 2010) – The state Senate Education Committee has approved legislation that will encourage school districts to develop a teen dating violence education program for high school students, teachers, administrators and school nurses.  
The Senate-approved version will recommend that high schools teach students, teachers and other school personnel the warning signs of dating violence, how they should respond to it, and the resources available to victims.  This approach has been endorsed by the Pennsylvania Coalition Against Domestic Violence (PCADV).
An earlier version of the bill, which passed the House of Representatives, would have made the education mandatory, but the bill was amended in the Senate Education Committee to convert the requirement to a recommendation, coupled with a study to examine a possible mandate in the future.  
State Sen. Jeffrey E. Piccola (R-Dauphin and York), said the state’s 500 school districts have been vocal in their objection to unfunded mandates, as they struggle to find enough time in the day to focus on academic subjects and to fund vital programs and services.  
“This bill represents a reasonable compromise and an important step forward in protecting young people from abuse,” Piccola said.  “Teens often lack the emotional maturity and life experience to recognize controlling and abusive behavior, and a heightened awareness may help prevent a tragedy.”
“While the incidents of dating violence have been extraordinarily heart-breaking, we attempted to separate the emotion from the issue and examine the larger public policy question at stake here:  Is it the role of our schools to teach teens the rules of dating?  We believe parents, churches and community groups must also be active partners in this crusade, watch for signs of abuse, and talk to teens about healthy relationships.”
The dating violence bill, which is now included as part of a larger School Code bill, will now head to the full Senate for consideration, and then to the House for concurrence in the Senate’s amendments.  
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