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Womansplace awards David M. Matta C.A.P.S. with

2011 Freedom From Silence Award

Every other year, Womansplace takes the opportunity to recognize an unsung hero who has selflessly taken the initiative to improve the quality of lives of those we serve whose lives have been shattered by domestic violence. This year, as part of the Grand Opening of the Womansplace Counseling Center, the award is being given to David M. Matta C.A.P.S., Director of Property Development at Residential Resources, Inc. and volunteer with Rebuilding Together.
Mr.Matta, along with completely renovated the Womansplace facility that was in complete disrepair. Mr. Matta and his team spent all of their spare time during the last 3 months gutting and completely rebuilding a 3 story house in McKeesport that will be used as a counseling center for Womansplace.
Under Mr. Matta’s supervision, Aaron Matta (16) Jim Marynowski (17), Trent Balta (16) and Corey Uranker (16), all from Troop 679 in Elizabeth Township worked on four separate Eagle projects to convert the vacant home into the new shelter center. Leaders who also participated were: Stan Marynowski, Angelo Gioia, Skip Bingman, David Lupari, and several other parents and other scouts from the troop.

Works scopes included:
1.       Demo the existing kitchen, installing kitchen cabinets in the pantry, with a new sink bowl and counter, replacing the floor in the kitchen and powder room, relocating the plumbing lines for the kitchen, install new outlets, re-finish the powder room walls, install an exhaust fan, repair the walls in the kitchen pantry and install a dropped ceiling.
2.       Cleaning out the house of all debris, stripping walls of paper and wall covering, repairing a painting the outside basement door, repairing benches in the courtyard, repairing the Air Conditioner enclosures, painting the front porch columns and installing a glass-block window.
3.       Patch and repair all damaged walls and cracks, paint three bedrooms, the living room, dining room, kitchen two hallways, and stairwell, install dropped ceilings in the three first floor rooms with laying florescent lights.
4.       Replace a bathroom window, repair the bathroom walls, install a new vanity/sink, replace the floor, install a new steel main entry door, repair the entry window.
 
All four boys are currently Juniors at Elizabeth Forward High School; Aaron is on the soccer team and track team, Jim has been active in the school musical productions and is class president, Trent is on the high school football team and Corey is a junior volunteer fire fighter.
 
Work began on the project at the end of May, 2010 and was completed in April of 2011.  Over 1,000 hours of volunteer time were contributed to the project with an estimated value of over $30,000.  During the project the boys learned valuable trades and experience in: plumbing, electrical wiring, drywall hanging and finishing, insulating, door installation, cabinet installation, painting and installing a suspended ceiling.
 
Contributors to the projects were: Lowes Home Improvement Center of Munhall, Cillo Plumbing, Residential Resources, inc., Rebuilding Together Pittsburgh, West Elizabeth Lumber and individual family and scout donations.
 
“We cannot thank Mr. Matta, the Scouts and their contributors enough. We have wanted to do this project for years and they have made our dream a reality. Not only was this a great construction learning project for these young men, they have also provided a valuable community service and made a real charitable contribution to Womansplace.” 

– Laurie MacDonald, Executive Director Womansplace
