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October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
Everyone knows that October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month.  But, did you know that it is also Domestic Violence Awareness Month (DVAM)?  You will soon find out if you are visiting The Waterfront in Homestead during the month of October.  

The event sponsor, Verizon Foundation, and Womansplace, have teamed up to literally shed light, purple light that is, on the epidemic of domestic violence and teen dating violence.  

During the month of October, merchants throughout the Waterfront property will be participating in one or more of the following activities:  collecting used cell phones for the Verizon Wireless HopleLine program, displaying awareness materials, selling or wearing purple awareness ribbons, displaying table tents, or donating gift cards and coupons.   You will also notice that the two fountain displays will be transformed in to purple water fountains. 
The highlighted event and activities day for the month will be held on Saturday, October 10th in the Town Centre section of The Waterfront from 12:00 – 4:00 pm.  

· Michele Michaels and the 102.5 WDVE Rock ‘n Roll Remote Booth and WDVE vehicle 

· Arts & crafts for children and teenagers

· Balloons &Tattoos

· Dave N Busters Powercard giveaway (worth $300)

· Bounce Ride

· Basketball Challenge
· Informational tables on domestic violence and teen dating violence
· Free raffles, giveaways and coupons from Waterfront restaurants and your favorite retailers
· Free food samples from Panerra, Eat N Park and Woody’s Italian Restaurant and Catering  

Womansplace is a 501 © (3) organization that has been providing programs and services within Allegheny County for over 33 years.  We have built a complete continuum of care program that focuses on the needs of victims of domestic violence and we provide them with the resources necessary for them to rebuild their lives.    

Our services include: 30 day emergency shelter, transitional housing programs, legal, medical and children’s advocacy, individual and group counseling.  Each year our services help over 3,500 individuals and their children.

Furthermore, we place a strong emphasis on our prevention education.  Realizing that education is the key to ending the cycle of domestic violence, Womansplace reaches more than 16,000 individuals each year through our community outreach programs.  

Our most recent project, Expect Respect, is a teen dating violence prevention education program that is currently implemented in 6 local high schools; Gateway, West Mifflin, Elizabeth, South Allegheny, McKeesport and Clairton.

“We’ve reached over 4,500 students during this first year of implementation.  Expect Respect gives students the opportunity to learn about healthy relationships and to make a positive change in their own schools,” says Program Coordinator, Diane Dahm. 

“If we are serious about ending domestic violence, what better place to start than with our young people?” says Executive Director, Laurie MacDonald.

To learn more about Womansplace, please visit www.womansplace.org.  Together we can end domestic violence.  
