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Wiping out Domestic Violence with the Terrible Towel
Inaugural Good Handssm Donation Program to support local domestic violence shelters
Pittsburgh, PA August, 27, 2008 – This season, the sea of terrible towels will help cheer on a new cause:  Countering the effects of domestic violence across the city.
The Allstate Foundation, in partnership with the Steelers Radio Network, introduces its annual “Good Handssm” Donation Program to the Pittsburgh community for the first time this football season.  The Allstate Foundation will give a $100 donation to four domestic violence shelters across the greater Pittsburgh area for every pass caught by a Steelers player.  All proceeds from this program will help provide economic empowerment to survivors of domestic violence.  
Domestic violence is a pervasive, often overlooked, social crisis that poses a threat to the safety and security of women and their families across the United States. According to the U.S. Department of Justice and the Centers for Disease Control, nearly 25 percent of women report being abused by a husband or partner in their lifetimes. 



According to experts, there is a significant gap in resources for programs designed to assist survivors with the multi-faceted economic challenges that they face. 
“The Allstate Foundation is focused on financial literacy for survivors of domestic violence,” said Stephanie Demchik-Pascual, Allstate Foundation Director for Pennsylvania.  “This football season, every reception by a Steelers receiver will help Pittsburgh families reach their goal of financial independence and security.”

As an added twist to the “Good Handssm” Donation Program, Philadelphia Eagles receivers will also be a part of the giving.  In Philly, the Boys & Girls Clubs of Philadelphia will be the recipients of the $100 per completed pass, benefiting StreetSMART, a youth anti-gang violence program.  

Pittsburgh Mayor Luke Ravenstahl is part of the action.  “I’m pleased to see the Allstate Foundation take on the cause of financial literacy for the survivors of domestic violence.  Now, when we cheer on our hometown team, we’re also cheering to help Pittsburgh residents who need it most,” said the Mayor.   
About the Allstate Foundation
Established in 1952, The Allstate Foundation is an independent, charitable organization made possible by subsidiaries of The Allstate Corporation. The Allstate Foundation partners with non-profit organizations on community initiatives that promote “safe and vital communities,” “tolerance, inclusion, and diversity” and “economic empowerment.” Teen driving and empowering victims of domestic violence have been priorities for the Foundation since 2005.  

About aWomansplace
Finalist for the 2008 Alfred W. Wishart Award for Excellence in Non-Profit Management, Womansplace is a full service organization providing quality programs and services to victims of domestic violence.  Their Prevention Education & Outreach efforts reach thousands of individuals and families each year.  Womansplace eliminates barriers and ends the cycle of abuse.
About Crisis Center North

Crisis Center North (CCN) is a domestic violence counseling and resource center, serving the northern and western communities of Allegheny County. CCN provides free and confidential services to victims of domestic violence, including:  a 24-hour hotline; individual and group counseling for children and adults; legal advocacy; medical advocacy; case management; economic empowerment programming; and school and community-based prevention education programming. The agency is unique in that it is not a shelter, rather programming focuses on emergency advocacy services and longer-term issues like housing, education, and employment. 
About Alle-Kiski Area HOPE Center, Inc 

The Alle-Kiski Area HOPE Center, Inc. works to safely eliminate the incidence of violence through direct services and community education and collaboration.
 The Alle-Kiski HOPE Center is a domestic violence agency serving northeast Allegheny County and northwest Westmoreland County.  The Alle-Kiski Area HOPE Center has been working to reduce domestic violence in the Alle-Kiski community since 1979 by providing services and support to empower victims through a crisis hotline, crisis intervention counseling, education, shelter, and advocacy. 
About Women’s Center & Shelter of Greater Pittsburgh

Women’s Center & Shelter of Greater Pittsburgh (WC&S) was one of the first six shelters in the nation for victims of intimate partner violence and their children.  With its roots stretching back to 1974, WC&S has grown to provide comprehensive prevention and intervention services to 5,200 adult and child victims of intimate partner violence every year.  Throughout this time, our mission has remained the same: to end intimate partner violence in the lives of women and their children.  WC&S achieves its mission ~ one person at a time ~ through providing a myriad of services based upon the needs of each woman and child.   It is our aim that every woman has access to justice, autonomy, restoration and safety.
GOOD HANDS is a service mark of Allstate Insurance Company.
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